
CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

Part I:  General Information 

 

Name: Robert Marshall Neer 

 

Address: 9 Riedesel Avenue, Cambridge, MA  02138 

 

Date of Birth: November 12, 1935 

 

Place of Birth: Celina, Ohio 

 

Education: 

 

 1957  B.A. Harvard College, Cambridge, Massachusetts-cum laude 

 1961  M.D. Columbia College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York 

 

Postdoctoral Training: 

 

 Internship and Residencies: 

 1961-1962 Intern in Medicine, Bronx Municipal Hospital Center, New York 

 1962-1963 First Year Medical Resident, Bronx Municipal Hospital Center 

 1965-1966 Resident in Medicine, Yale-New Haven Hospital, New Haven, CT 

 

 Research Fellowships: 

 1963-1965 Clinical Associate, Metabolism Branch, National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, MD 1966-

 1968 Clinical & Research Fellow in Endocrinology, Mass General Hospital, Boston, MA 

 

Licensure and Certification: 

 

 1968 Massachusetts License Registration 

 1968 American Board of Internal Medicine, Recertified 1977 

 

Academic Appointments: 

 

 1968-1971 Instructor in Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

 1971-1977 Assistant Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

 1977- Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

 

Hospital Appointments: 

 

 1968-1971 Assistant in Medicine, Massachusetts General Hospital 

 1971-1974 Assistant Physician, Massachusetts General Hospital 

 1974-1981 Associate Physician, Massachusetts General Hospital 

 1981- Physician, Massachusetts General Hospital 

 1968-1977 Associate Director, Metabolic Research Center, MGH 

 1976- Director, Bone Density Laboratory, MGH 

 1977-1990 Program Director, General Clinical Research Center, MGH 

 1984-1989 Chief, Mineral Metabolism Unit, MGH 



 1984-1986 Director, Endocrine Division (rotating appointment), MGH 

 1981- Co-Director, Endocrinology Training Program, MGH 

 1990- Director, MGH Osteoporosis Center 

 1993-1998 Consultant, Youville Hospital, Cambridge, MA 

 

Major Committee Assignments: 

 

 National and Regional 

 

 1979-1982 Endocrinologic and Metabolic Drugs Advisory Committee, Food and Drug 

  Administration (Chairman 1981-82) 

 1978-1982 Illuminating Engineering Research Society, Photobiology Committee 

 1978-1988 Ad Hoc Consultant, General Clinical Research Centers Branch, 

  Division of Research Resources, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD 

 1979-1980 Consultant, Naval Submarine Medical Research Lab, U.S. Navy 

 1983-1984 MKSAP Endocrine and Metabolism Committee, American College of Physicians 

 1983-1985 Orphan Drugs Study Section, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

 1983-  Advisory Medical Panel, The Paget's Disease Foundation 

 1987-1990 Manpower Liaison Committee, The Endocrine Society 

 1987-1995 Editorial Board, Bone and Mineral 

 1989- 2001 Editorial Board, Bone 

 1990-1995 Editorial Board, The Endocrinologist 

 1992-1994 International Scientific Advisory Board, Sterling Winthrop Pharmaceuticals 

 1994-2003 Massachusetts Department of Public Health Osteoporosis Advisory Committee 

 1994- 1999 Consultant, Millenium, Inc. 

 1995- 2000 Senior Scientific Consultant, Osteopharm Limited 

 

 Harvard Medical School: 

 

 1974-1977 Steering Committee, Nuclear Techniques in the Study of Metabolism and Bone 

   Disease (NIH Consortium Grant) 

 1979  Ad Hoc Review Committee for M.D. Degree with Honors 

 1979-1980 Quantitative Studies in Medicine Advisory Committee 

 1984-1985 Search Committee for Chairman, Department of Anesthesiology, Cambridge 

   Hospital 

 

 Massachusetts General Hospital: 

 

 1968-1976 Subcommittee on Human Studies 

 1976-1977 Committee on Research 

 1981-1984 Committee on Research 

 1976-1985 Pharmacy Committee 

 1977-  Scientific Advisory Committee 

   Mallinckrodt Clinical Research Center (Chairman 1977-1990) 

 1981-1982 Subcommittee on Biostatistics, Committee on Research 

 1984  Director's Advisory Committee to Study the Gynecology Service 

 1986-1992 Treadwell Library Committee 

 

 Local Community: 



 

 1970-1980 Board of Directors, Cambridge Civic Association (Secretary 1974-76, 

   Treasurer 1976-78) 

 1978-1985 Board of Health, City of Cambridge (Chairman, Public Health  

   Subcommittee 1979-1983) 

 1979-1983 Chairman, Cambridge Biohazards Committee 

 1983-1984 Chairman, Board of Directors, Cambridge Hospital 

 1993- 1998 Board of Directors, Cambridge Homes 

 

 

 

Memberships in Professional Societies: 

 

 American Federation for Clinical Research 

 American Society for Bone and Mineral Research 

 Endocrine Society 

 International Society for Clinical Densitometry 

 Association of Osteobiology 

 

Awards and Honors: 

 1960 Alpha Omega Alpha 

 

 

Part II: Research, Teaching, and Clinical Contributions 

 

A. My main research interest is the effect of "normal" hormonal variations on calcium, inorganic 

phosphate, and bone metabolism.  My current research concerns the skeletal effects of parathyroid 

hormone, its therapeutic use to increase bone mass, and changes in bone metabolism and bone mass in 

middle-aged women as they pass through menopause.  These activities are funded by two different NIH 

grants: an Osteoporosis SCOR grant to MGH, and the multi-center, multi-disciplinary Study of Women's 

Health Across the Nation (SWAN).  I am Co-Director of the SCOR grant and Chairman of the SWAN 

Consortium's Bone Committee.  

 

Each year I continue to spend one month each year as an attending physician on the Bigelow (ward) 

service of the Department of Medicine at MGH, and another month as attending physician on the 

Endocrine Service at MGH.  These activities involve patient-centered teaching of medical students, 

interns, and residents for approximately three hours per day, six days a week (Bigelow service), and for 

approximately one and a half hours on four days a week (Endocrine service).  I also teach fellows and 

residents in the out-patient department at MGH one afternoon a week throughout the year.  I lecture 

annually in the MGH Postgraduate Course in Internal Medicine, the MGH Postgraduate Course in 

Endocrinology, and (when able to do so) the MGH Postgraduate Course in Rheumatology.  I also 

continue to lecture 1-2 times per month to Boston-area physicians at Harvard-affiliated hospitals, 

PartnersHealthCare-affiliated hospitals, at BU Medical Center, Tufts-New England Medical Center, and 

New England regional hospitals.  In the last two years I have been invited to speak at the National 

Institutes of Health, Yale-New Haven Hospital, and at the annual or bi-annual international meetings of 

the Endocrine Society, the American Society of Bone and Mineral Research, the European Calcified 

Tissue Society, the Japanese Endocrine Society, and the National Osteoporosis Foundation. 

 

B. Funding Information 



 

 1991-1994 Chugai Pharmaceuticals       Co-Invest. 

   Skeletal effects of parathryoid hormone in rodents 

 

 1991-1993 Rhone-Poulenc Rorer       PI 

   Study of safety and efficacy of intranasal calcitonin in prophylaxis of osteoporosis 

 

 1992-1994 Rhone-Poulenc Rorer       PI 

   Double-blinded study to determine efficacy of intranasal salmon calcitonin 

   in osteoporosis 

 

 1992-1996 NIH:  R01 AG11432 (subcontract)      PI 

   Risk factors for transmenopausal bone loss 

 

 1994-2001 Eli Lilly & Co      PI 

   Comparison of raloxifene HCI & placebo in treatment of postmenopausal women 

 

 1993-2009 NIH: 5 U01 AG12531     Co-PI  

   SWAN: the Study of Women's Health Across the Nation  

 

 1996-1997 Eli Lilly & Co.        PI 

   Effects of LY333334 on bone metabolism in healthy postmenopausal 

   women 

 

 1996-1997 Eli Lilly & Co.        PI 

   Effects of LY333334 in the treatment of postmenopausal women  

   with osteoporosis 

 

 1996-1997 Millennium Pharmaceutical Co.      PI 

   Search for osteoporosis genes 

 

 1998-2002 NIH:  DAMD17-98-1-8518 (subcontract)     PI 

   Oral contraceptives and bone health in female runners 

 

 1998-2002 NIH:  Dept. of Defense     Co-Invest. 

   A novel high resolution PET system for measurements of bone metabolism 

 

1997-2006 NIH/NIAMS:  5 P50 AR44855      PI of sub-project 

  Bone formation-resorption coupling & osteoporosis 

 

 2004-2006 NIH/NIDDK:  5 R21 DK067905     PI 

   HAART, Acid Loading, and Bone Metabolism 

 

C. Major Research Interests: 

 

 1.  Quantitative analyses of normal and abnormal calcium and phosphorus homeostasis in humans 

  and animals 

 2.  Definition and treatment of vitamin D deficiency in adults 

 3.  Pathophysiology and treatment of osteoporosis and metabolic bone disease 



 4.  Therapeutic manipulations of bone cell populations     



 

D.  Report of Teaching: 

 

 1968-1973 Organized annual training program for new Endocrine fellows 

 1968-1971 Organized annual series of lectures for Metabolic Unit nurses 

 1979-1986 Organized course on clinical research for Endocrine fellows 

 1968-1976 Section leader (Endocrinology), Human Biology, Harvard Medical School 

 1970-1976 Section leader (Skeletal Diseases), Human Biology, Harvard Medical School 

 1970-1971 Instructor, Introduction to Clinic, MGH 

 1969-1970 Instructor, Physical Diagnosis Course, MGH 

 1968- Lecturer and Conference Leader, MGH Postgraduate Course in Internal Medicine 

 1976- Lecturer and Conference Leader, MGH Postgraduate Course in Endocrinology 

 1971-1978 Organized Case Conference Groups, MGH Postgraduate Course in Internal 

  Medicine 

 1971-1985 Organized Case Conference Groups, MGH Postgraduate Course in Endocrinology 

 1976-1983 Lecturer, MGH Post Graduate Course in Rheumatology 

 1978 Lecturer, MGH Post Graduate Course in Gynecology 

 1977-1982 Lecturer, MGH Post Graduate Course in Pediatrics 

 1978-1980 Lecturer, MGH Post Graduate Course in Orthopaedics 

 1988-1989 Organizer, MGH Post-Graduate Course on Osteoporosis 

 1980-1982 Lecturer, Advanced Endocrine Pathophysiology, Harvard Medical School 

 1974-1975,1983  Lecturer, Tufts University Medical School 

 1975 Lecturer, Boston University Medical School 

 1973,1976,1977  Lecturer, Harvard-MIT Program in Health Sciences and Technology  

 1973-1976 Lecturer, Post-Graduate Medical Institute, Boston 

 1981 Lecturer, Southwestern Medical School, Dallas, Texas 

 1983-1987 Lecturer, Harvard College 

 

Periodic (1--3 yearly) lectures to medical staffs at local hospitals  

 

E. Report of Clinical Activities 

 

 Principal Clinical and Hospital Service Responsibilities: 

  

 1968-1990, 1995 Attending Physician, Bigelow Ward Medical Service, MGH 

 1978-1980 Attending Physician, Primary Care Program, MGH 

 1968- Attending Physician, Endocrine Unit, MGH 

 1968- Attending Physician, Endocrine Clinic, MGH 

 1968-1971 Attending Physician, Thyroid Clinic, MGH 

 1968-1973 Attending Physician, Pediatric Endocrine Unit, MGH 

 1968-1985 Lecturer, Boston Interhospital Dietetic Internship Program 

 1983-1984 Attending Physician, Baker Memorial Ward Medical Service, MGH 

 

 

In the 1970's I founded, and still direct, MGH's Bone Density Center, which performs all bone density 

testing at MGH and is now the largest and busiest such facility in New England.  I see patients with 

endocrine disorders one afternoon each week in the out-patient department at MGH, and periodically on 

the in-patient floors at MGH. 



 

 Major Hospital Administrative Responsibilities: 

 

 1968-1977 Associate Director, Metabolic Disease Research Center, MGH 

 1977-1990 Director, Mallinckrodt General Clinical Research Center, MGH 

 1981- Co-Director, Endocrinology Training Program, MGH 

 1984-1989 Chief, Mineral Metabolism Unit, MGH 

 1984-1986 Director, Endocrine Division, MGH (rotating appointment) 

 1986- Director, Bone Density Laboratory, Massachusetts General Hospital 
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